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The legendary MASTERMIND releases debut EP on THE ONE RECORDS.

The Mastermind story is a unique and important chapter in the history of underground music in the UK. It all began at the Notting Hill Carnival in 1979, a time when the music scene in London was rich with reggae soul and funk. Hip hop had just taken it’s grip and the Mastermind Sound System was the place to be to experience it first hand. Grand Master Flash, DJ Whizzkid, Afrika Bambaata and many more hip hop icons graced the Mastermind stage over the years. The Mastermind scene was crazy at carnival; the energy coming off the music they were pumping out and the artists that performed on that stage inspired a new generation of British hip hop artists including Cookie Crew, Wee Papa Girl Rappers, She Rockers, Ritchie Rich and many more at that time. 

Hip-hop wasn’t just about the music it was a way of life and Mastermind were integral to importing this exciting new lifestyle from the US. Break dancing and Body Poppers were always a feature at their sound system. They also set up the first ever warehouse jams in West London, alongside Tim Westwood and Soul DJ legend Steve Walsh. They were also involved in the very first DMC DJ Mix Competitions at Hammersmith Palais. 

Their production work ensued and Mastermind found themselves working with Loose Ends,  Harlequin 4, Conway Brothers and Chaka Khan to name but a few. They also compiled mix albums for the infamous Streetsounds label and performed at the first national hip-hop event UK FRESH.

Since the early 90’s Mastermind’s sound system has been located on Canal Way. They have continued in their quest to support signed and unsigned UK and international talent including Jamelia, Apache Indian, Jazzy Jeff, Damage, Sean Paul, Tina Moore, Roachford the list is endless.

And now they are about to embark on a new journey with their first ever recording. Signed and managed by new independent music/management company THE ONE, which is founded by Keni Desai. “ Mastermind have been a complete influence in my early days of being in a sound system and deejay, these guys have also inspired many urban deejay’s over the last 10 years or so be it Rampage, Boogie Bunch, Steve Sutherland etc and signing them to my new company is something that has come full circle for me, we have a great record coming”. 

They’ve enlisted the vocal talent of New Yorker Kelli Sae who hails from the Puerto Rican quarter, and has already earned her props performing with the likes of Incognito. 

Taking Lisa Lisa & Cult Jam’s classic “Let The Beat Hit ‘Em” Mastermind have rejuvenated this track for 2004 with masterful remixes. The EP also features new songstress Sabrina Chyld performing “Luvin U Mo” and the silky smooth Hernanderz performing “Down Wit U”.

The Legendary Mastermind will once again be preparing 2 days of intense beats and heavy basslines at this year’s carnival, which will include guest appearances by USA’s Jon B, Sabrina Chyld, and from the B-Side stable, Fundamentals, Estelle, Jeye Severe with more to be confirmed.

The Mastermind EP entitled “Hit Em” will be out on THE ONE Records in Autumn 2005
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